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THIRTY-EIGHTH DAY.

SENATE CHAMBER,
AvusTIN, TEXAS, February 23, 1887,

The Senate met pursuant to ad-
jourvment.

Lieut.-Governor Wheeler in the
-chair.

Roll called.

Quorum present.

Prayer by the Chaplain, Dr. Smoot.

On motion of Senator Houston,

The reading of the Journal of yes-
‘terday was dispensed with.

SENATOR M'DONALD

Asked to have the Journal corrected
on page 4, first column, to strike out
-$5,000 and insert $500.

Journal corrected,

SENATOR POPE

Asked to have the Journal of yester-
day to show that Senator Mc¢Donald’s
specch on substitute Senate bill No
‘22, the Commissioners’ bill was against
the constitutionality and expediency
of such a measure,

REPORTS OF STANDING COM-
MITTEES.

BY SENATOR GREGG:

COMMITTEE RooM, %
AusTIN, February 22, 1887
Hon T. DB. Wheeler, President of

the Senute:

Sir—Your Comiittee on Internal
Improvements, to whom was referred
Senate bill No. 44, entitled:

*“An act to require railway corpora-
tions, when they fence their right of
way, or when they have already fenced
it, to leave or make certain crossings
therein, and to provide a penalty for
the violation hereof,” have carefully
considered the same and instroct me
to report it back to the Senate with
the accompanying substitute, and to
recommend that the substitute do
pass.

The bill seeks to create a law where-
by all railroad corporations which
fence the right of way of the road, as
many have already done, to make or
leave open crossings at distances not
exceeding one and one half miles from
each other, and provides that where
such crossings are not left open the
corporation may be foiced to open

them on the application of two citizens !

living or owning land within five iniles
of such demanded erossing.
All of which is respectfully submit-

ted.
GREGG, chairman,
Bill and substitute read first time,

COMMITTEE RooM.
AUSTIN, February 22, 1887,
Ilon, T. B. Wheeler, President of the

Senale:

Sir—Your Committee on Internal
Improvements, to whom was referred
Senate bill No. 116, entitled:

“An aet to amend title 20, of the
Revised Civil Statutes, by adding an-
other chapter thereto, to be styled
chapter fourteen (14),” have had the
sawe under consideration, and in-
struct me to report it back to the
Senate with the recommendation that
it do pass.

All of which is respectfully submit-

ted.
GREGE, chairman.
Bill read first time.

CoMMITTEE RooM.
AUsTIN, February 22, 1887.
Hon. T. B. Wheeler, President of the

Senate :

Sir—Your Committes on Internal
Improvements, to whom was referred
Senate bill No 173. entitled:

“*An act to amend chapter 10 of the
Revised Civil Statutes by adding
thereto Articles 4226a, 4226b and
4226¢c,” have had the same under
consideration, and instruect me to
report it back to the Senate with the
recomnmendation that it do lie on the
table subject to call, as another bill
containing the same matter has been

: favorably reported and is now before

the Senate for consideration

The bill seeks to secare better ae-
commodations for the traveling public
and to induce greater diligence in
making railway connections.

All of which is respectfully submit-

ted.
GREGG, chairman,
Bill read first time.

COMMITTEE RooM, }
AUsTIN, February 22, 1887.
Hon. T. B. Wheeler, President of the

Senate.

Sir—Your Committee on Internal
Improvements, to whom was referred
Senate bill No. 187, entitled:

“*An act to amend Article 4227, chap-
ter 10, title 84, of the Revised Civil
Statutes of the State of Texas, =0 as to
compel railway corporations to take,
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transport and deliver shipments with-
in a reasonable time,” have had the
same under consideration, and instruct
me to report it back to the Senate with
the recommendation that it do lie on
the table subject to call of the Senate,
as another bill containing the same sub-
ject matter has been favorably report-
ed and is now before the Senate.

¢ (Al.ll of which is respectfully submit
ed.

GREGG, chairman.
Bill read first time.

COMMITTEE RooM, %
AUSTIN, Febrnary 22 1887.
Hon. T. B. Wheeler, President of the

Senate:

Sir—your Committee on Internsl
Improvements, {0 whom was referred
Senate bill No. 49, entitled:

“An act to regulate therental allow
ance for the use of telephones and
fixing a penalty for its violation,”
. have had the same under consider-
ation, and instruet me to reporti it
back to the Senate with the recom-
mendation that it do not pass.

The object of the bill is to reduce
the rates of rental for telephones to
two dollars and fifty cents, and three
dollars for each phone so rented
and further provides the rates and
regulations of communication or
transmission of messages from one
local station, or town or city, to
another.

All of which is respectfully submit-

ted.
GREGG, chairman.
Bill read first time.

CoMMITTEE RooM,
AvusTIN, February 22, 1887.

Hon. T B.
the Senate:

Sir—Your Committee on Internal
Improvements, to whom was referred
Senate bill No. 221, entitled:

““An act to further define the crime
of congpiracy and to preseribe the pun-
ishment for the commission thereof,”
have had the same under considera-
tion, and instruct me to report it
back to the Senate with the recom-
mendation that it do pass.”

The bill seeks to make it a felony
for any officers, agents, or einployesof
any parallel, or competing railway
companies in this S8tate, to engage in
what is commonly called ‘‘pooling,”
and fixes the punishment at not less
than two years, nor more than five
years, at hard labor in the peniten-
tiary.

}

Wheeler, President of

All of which is respectfully submit-

ted.
GREGG, chairman,
Bill read first time.

CoMMITTEE Roowm,
AtUSTIN, February 22, 1887. }
Hon. T. B. Wheeler, President of the

Senate:

Sir—Your Committee on Internal
Improvements, to whom was re-
ferred Senate bill No. 220, entitled:

“*An act to carry into effect section
5, Article 10, of the Constitution of the
State of Texas, and to prescribe a pen-
alty for the violation thereof,” have
had the same under consideration, and
instruet me to report it back to the Sen-
ate with the recommendation thatit do
pass.

All of which is respectfully submit-

ted.
GREG®E, chairwan,
Bill read first time.

CoMMITTEE Roowm, |
AUSTIN, Februoary 22, 1887. {
Hon. T. B. Wheeler, President of the

Senate:

Sir—Your Committee on Internal
Improvements, to whom was referred
Senate bill No. 46, entitled:

“*An act to compel railroad com-
panies and other corporations to main-
tain public offices within the State of
Texas, and providing records and
books shall be kept 1hereat, and what
said bocks shall contain, and requiring
said books to be kept open for inspec-
tion, and providing appropriate pepnal-
ties for a failnre to comply herewith,”
have carefully considered the same,
and instruct me to report it back to
the Senate with the accompanying
amendment, and to recommend that
bill, so amended, do pass.

All of which is respectfully sub-
mitted.

GREGG, chairman.

COMMITTEE AMEXDMENT.

Strike out all of section 1, exeept the
enacting clause and insert the fol-
lowing:

Every railroad or other corporation
organized or doing business in this
State under the laws or authority
thereof, shall have and maintain a
public office or place in this State for
the transaction of its business where
transfers of stock shall be made and
where shall be kept for inspeciion by
the stock holders of such corporations
books in whieh shall be recorded the
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amount of capital stock subscribed,
the names of the owners of the stock,
the amounts owned by them respect-
ively, the amouunt of stock paid and
by whoi, the transfer of said stock
with the date of the transfer, the
amount of assets and liabilities and
the names and places of residence of
its offices.

Bill read first time.

BY SENATOR HARRISON:

COMMITTEE ROOM, }
AvusTIN, February 28, 1887,
Hon, T. B. Wheeler, President of the

Nenate:

Sir—Your Committee on Private
Land Claims, to whom was referred
House bill No. 172, entitled;

“*An act to authorize and require the
Commissioner of the Land Office to is-
sue a patent to heirs of Wilhehm Kuhl-
man for 320 acres of land, located in
(zillespie county on December 1, 1879,
by virtue of serip No. §,” have had the
samne under consideration, and a ma-
jority instruct me to report it back to
the Senate with the recommendation
that it do pass.

All of which is respectfully submit-
ted.

- HARRISON, chairman.
Bill read first time.

BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS.
BY SENATOR CALHOUN:

A bill to be entitled:

‘*An act toamend Article 2725 in title
48 of chapter 1| of the Revised Civil
Statutes of Texas.”

Referred to Committee on Public
Printing.

The bill provides for the distribution
of Supreme and Appellate Court re-
ports to each Justice of the Supreme
Court, the Judges of the Court of Ap-
peals, Attorney General. Assistant At-
torney Geueral, Governor, the District
Judges, the law professors of the Uni-
versity, the Univer-ity Librarian, to
each county judge, the Circuit Judge
of the United S8tates for Texas, and
United States Distriet Judges for
Texas, ete,, ete.-

BY SENATOR M'DONALD :

A bill to be entitled:

“An act to ereate 1he office of District
Attorney for the Sixth Judieial Dis-
trict of the State of Texas, and to reg-
ulate the respective duties of such Dis-
trict Attorney and of the county at-
torneys in said district.”

Referred to Judiciary Committee
No. 2.
BY SENATOR BURGES:

A bill to be entitied:

“Ap act to amend Article 3454, title
68, ot the Revised Civil Statutes of the
State of Texas,”

Referred to Judiciary. Committee
No. 1.

The bill provides that the business
of a partnership way be conducted un-
der the name of any one or more of
either the general or special partuers
of sueh firny, and if the name of any
rpecial partuer be so used, it shall be
so expressly stated, ete.

BY SENATOR FRANK:

A Dbill to be entitled:

“An act to amend an act authoriz-
ing the refunding from the State
Treasurer from depcsits made to
special funds, to parties whomay have
paid the same in error, and who may
have paid the same in error, and who
may have received no consideration
therefor, approved April 14, 1883."

Referred to Committee on Public
Lands,

BY SENATOR JARVIS:

A bill to amend Article 4247, chapter
10, title 84. Revised Civil Statutes.

Referred to Conuuittee on Internal
Improvements,

The bill seeks to prevent combina-
tions by railway companunies.

By leave

SENATOR BELL

Sent up the following Committee re-
port:
CoMMITTEE RoowM.
AUsTIN, February 23, 1887, %
Hon. T .B. Wheeler, President of
the Senater

Sir—Your Judiciary Comiittee No.
2, to whom was referred Senate bill
No. 273, entitled:

“An act to ereate the office of Dis-
trict Attorney for the Sixth Judicial
District of the State of Texas. and to
regulate the respective duties of such
Distriet Attorney and of the County
Attorney in said distriet,” have had
the same under consideration, and
instruct me to report it back to the
Senate with the recommendation that
it do pass. .

All of which is respectfully submit-
ted.

BEeLL, chairman.
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Bill read first time.

On motion of Senator Field,

Senate bill No. 141:

“An act to diminish the eivil juris-
diction of the county court of Brazos
county, and to conform the jurisdic-
tion of the District to such change,”
was taken up out of its regular order,
read third time. and passed by the fol-
lowing vote:

YEAS—14,
Abercrombie, Gregg,
Allen, Harrison,
Armistead, Houston,
Baell, Jarvis,
Burges, Knittle,
Burney, Lane,
Calhoun, MeDonald,
Claiborne, MacManus,
Davis, Pope,
Douglass of J, Simking,
Douglass of G, Stinson,
Field, - Upshaw,
Frank, Woods.
Glasscock,
NAYS—none.
ABSENT—2.
Camp, Garrison.

SENRATOR FRANK

Sent up the following privileged re-
port: :
SENATE CHAMBER, |

AUSTIN, TEXAS, February 23, 1887. §
Hon. 1" B. Wheeler, President of the

Senate :

Sir—Your Committee on Engrossed
Bills have carefully examined Senate
bill No. 226, entitled:

“An act to reorganize the Twenty-
eighth Jnudicial District of the State
of Texas; and to provide the times
for holding the District Court therein,”
and find the same correctly engrossed.

FrRANK, chairman,

The following message was received
from the House:
House oF REPRESENTATIVES, }
AvusTiN, February 23, 1887,
Hon. T. B. Wheeler President of
the Senate:

I am instructed by the House to in-
form the Senate of the passage by the
House of the following House bills:

No. 52. *“An aect to amend
title 95, of the Revised Statutes,

by adding thereto articles 4710a, 4710b,
4712a, 4748a, 4763a and 4765a, and by,
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amendirg articles 4740, 4744, 47486, 4747,
4748 and 4761, so as to provide for a
more thorough and eflicient assess-
ment of property and the collection of
taxes thereon,”

No. 124, “An act to amend article

3635, title 73, of the Revised Oivil
Statutes.”

No. 120, “An act to amend article
339, chapter 4, title 10, of the Penal
Code.”

No. 130. “An act to amend article
431, chapter 3, title 7, Code of Crimi-

nal Procedure of ‘an act to adopt and
establish a Penal Code and Code of
Criminal Procedure of the State of
Texas,” passed February 21, 1879."”
WiLL LAMBERT, chief clerk,
House of Representatives.

The president referred House bills
Nos. 52 and 124, to Judiciary Commit-
tee No. 1, and House bills Nos, 129 and
130, to Judiciary Committee No 2.

By leave:

SENATOR POPE

S8ent up the following committee re-
port:
CoMMITTEE Roowm,
AvusTIN, February 23, 1887.

Hon, T. B. Wheeler, President of the

Senate :

Sir—Your Committee on Public
Lands, to whom was referred House
bill No. 304, entitled:

“An act extending for ten years the
payment of the principal of the pur-
chase money for lands purchased un-
der the tvo acts of the Legislature
herein named,” have had the same
under consideration and instruct me
to report it baeck to the Senate with
the recommendation that it do pass.

All of which is respectfully submit-
ted.

PorE, chairman.

Bill read first time.

On motion of Senator Bell,

Senate bill No. 129,

“Anact to authorize counties, citles
and towus in this State which have
issued bonds toaid in the construction
of railroads and other internal
improvements, to adjust tbeir
rate of taxation so as to provide for
the payment of the interest and sink-
ing fund on the same,” was taken up
out of its regular order and read
second time with fayorable report,.

SENATOR BELL

Explained the bill and it was passed
to engrossment,
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On motion of Senator Bell,
The constitutional rule was suspend-
ed, and the bill was placed on the third
reading by the following vote:

YEAS—26.

Abercrombie, Grege
Allen, Harrison,
Armistead, Houston,
Bell, Jarvis,
Burney, Knittle,
Calhoun, Lane,
Claiborne, MeDonald,
Davis, MacManus,
Douglass of J, Pope,
Douglass of @, Siwkinos.
Field, Stinson,
Frauk, Upshaw,
{tlasscock. Woods.

NAYS—none.

ABSENT—3.
Burges, Garrison.
Canp,

The bill was

read third time

rassed by the following vote:
YEAS—27.

Abererombie, Gregg,
Allen, Harrison,
Armistead, Houston,
Bell, Jarvis,
Burges, Knittle,
Burney, Lane,
Calhoun, MeDonald,
Claiborne, MacManus,
Davis, Pope,
Douglass of J, Simkins,
Douglass of G, Stinson,
Field, Upshaw,
Frank, Weods.
lasscock,

NAYS—none,

ABSENT—2.

‘Camp, Garrison.

and

On motion of Senator Douglass of

Jefferson,

Senate bill No. 259:

“An aet to amend an act passed by
the Nineteenth Legislature, entitled
an act to amend section 9 of an act en-
titled an act to redistrict the Stateinto
judicial distriets and fix the time of
holding court therein, and to provide
for the election of judges and district
attorneys at the next general election,
to be held on the first Tuesday after
the first Monday in November," passed

at the regularsession of the Eighteenth
Legislature,”

Was taken up out of its regular
order, read the second time with fa-
vorable repnrt, and ordered engrossed.

On wotion of Senator Houston.

House bill No. 304

“‘An act extending for ten years the
payment of the priucipal of the pur-
chase money for lands under the two
acts of the Legislature herein passed,”
was taken up out of its regular order,
and the constitutional rule requiring
bills to be read on three several days
was suspended and the bill was placed

ton its second reading by the following

vote:
YEAS—25.

Abereroinbie, Gregg,
Allen, Harrison,
Armistead, Houston,
Bell, : Jarvis,
Burges, Knittle,
Burney, Lane,
Calhoun, MeDonald,
Claiborne, MacManus,
Davis, Pope,
Douglass of J. Simkins,
Field, Upshaw,
Frank, Woods.
Glasscoek,

ABSENT—4.
Camp, Farrison,
Douglass of G, Stinson,

SENATOR ARMISTEAD
Opposed the engrossment of the bill.

SENATORS HOUSTON, BELL AND CAL-

HOUN

Favored it.

The bill was ordered engrossed.

On wotion of Senator Burney, House
bill No. 88,

**An act to establish the western
boundary of Edwards county,” was
taked up out of its regalar order,

SENATOR BURNEY

Offered the following amendment:

Amend section 3, by striking out
the words "“the passage of” *‘and when"”
in line 4, and the word “it” in line 5.

The amendment was adopted and
the bill passed to its third reading.

(Senator Jarvis in the chair.)

The Senate resumed consideration
of Substitute Sensrte bill No. 22 (the
railway commission bily), with the
amendment of Senator Gregg pending.

The amendment was adopted.

(The President in the chair.)



292

SENATE JOURNAL.

February

SENATOR CLAIBORNE

Moved to amend section 6 by inserting
next after the word **State,” in Jine 12,
“and shall make just and reasonalkle
rules and regulations to compel each
to receive the other’s passengers, ton-
agze and cars, loaded or empty, and
transport snd deliver the same without
delay, and fix fair and reasonable
charges therefor.”
Adopted.

SENA'TOR BURNEY

Offered the following amendment:
“Amend section 7 by adding after
the word ‘shall’ in line 6§ the words
‘be prima facie evidence.’
“And to strike out in line 11 the word
‘sufficient,” and the word ‘evidence’ in
line 12.”

SENATOR GREUG

Offered the following substitute for
the amendment:

**Amend section 7, line i1, by strik-
ing out word ‘sufficient” and inserting
in lieu thereof the words ‘primna facie.’”

SENATOR BURNEY

Opposed the substitute, and Senator
Gregg withdrew it.

SENATOR WOODS

Offered the following substitute for
the pending amendment:

“Amend section 7, line 11, by strik-
ing out ‘sufiicient,’ and inserting,
‘prima facie.””

SENATOR WOODS

Explained the substitute and it was
adopted as a substitute for the amend-
ment, and as a part of the biil.

SENATOR GREGG

Moved to ‘‘Amend section 10, by strik-
ing outall afrer word ‘commissioners,’
in line4, down to and including word
‘notice’ in line 9,”

SENATOR GREGG

Explained the amendment, and it
wes

Adopted.
SENATOR GREGG

Moved to amend section 10 by insert-
ing aiter word ‘‘sections” and''4,” the
word “3.”

Adopted.

SENATOR M'DONALD

Offered the following amendment:

Amend by adding to the bill section
17, that nothiug in this act shall apply
to the carriage, storage or handling of
property free or at reduced ratesfor
the United States, State, or municipal
governments, or for charitable pur-
poses, or to or from fairs and exposi-
tions for eahibition thereat, or the is-
suance cf mileage, excursion, or com-
mutation passenger tickets, nothing in
this act shall be construed to prohibit
apy raiiway ecompany from giving
rates to winisters of religiou or
of charity; nothing in this act shall be
construed to preveut railway com-
panies fromn giving iree carriage to
their own officers and employes, or to
prevent the prineipal officers of any
railway company or companies from
exchanging passes or tickets with
other railway compganies for their
officers aud employes; but the giving,
in any manner whatsoever, of reduced
rates for freight or passepg.r carriage
or of {ree pas-es, 1ickets or transporta-
tion, except as herein allowed, is here-
by prohibited and made unlawful,

And any railway compauy which,
by any officer, agent, servant, em-
ploye or attorney may violate, directly
or indirectly, in any manner whatso-
ever, any of the provisions of this sec-
tion, shall be liable to a penalty not
less than one thousand nor more than
five thousand dollars, to be recovered
in any court of cowpetent jurisdietion
in a eivil action, to be instituted by
any person giving intormation thereof;
one-half of such penslty to go to the
informer and the other halt to the
State of Texas.

SENATOR GREGG

Offered the following amendment to
the amendment:

Awend by striking out the words
“or of free passes tickets or transpor-
tation.”

SENATOR FIELD

Opposed the amendment.

The emendment, offered by Fenator
Gregg was lost by the following vote:
YEAS—Y.

Abercrombie, Gregg,
Burges, Houston,
Calhoun, MacManus,
Davis, Stinson.

Douglass of J,
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NAYS—I8. “I wote ‘mo’ on the McDonald
. amendment because i¢ is clear to my
Allen, Jarvis, mind that with the present temper of
Armistead, Knittle, the Senate its adoption would secure
Bell, Lane, the final defeat of the Railroad Com-
Burney, McDonald, mission bill. ARMISTEAD.”
Douglass of G, Pope,
Field, SimkKkiuns, “The above expresses my reasons for
Frank, Terrell. voting ‘no.’ STINSON."
Glasscock, Upshaw,
Harrison, Woods. On motion of Senator Woods,
Senator Garrison was excused for the
ABSENT—2. day, on account of sickness.
. On motion of Senator Pope,
Camp, Claiborne. Sepator Camp was excused from
. SENATOR BURGES Monday morning until to-morrow.

Moved to amend the amendment by
striking out the last eighteen lines of
the amendment.

(Senator Claiborne in the chair.)

SENATOR M'DONALD

Offered the following substitute for the
last amendment:

Substitute for pending amendment
of S8enator from Gaudalupe, by strik-
ing out of the original amendment all
after the word ‘‘dollars,” in line 9 and
page 3, and insert the following: 'To
be recovered and enforced as provided
for in section 10 of the bill.”

Adopted.

(The President in the Chair.)

The amendment. as amended, was

Adopted by the following vote:

YEAS—20,
Abererombie, Gregg,
Allen, Harrison.,
Bell, Houstob,
Burges, Jarvis,
Burney, Knittle.
Davis, MecDonald,
Douglas of J, Pope,
Field, Simkins,
Frank, Terrell,
(Flagscock, Woods.

NAYS—T.

Armistead, Lane,
Calhoun, Stinson.
Claibourne, Upshaw.

Douglass, of (&.,
ABSENT—3,

Camp, MacManus.

Garrison,
SENATOR ARMISTEAD

Sent up the following reasons to be
printed in the Journal:

On motion of Senator Houston,

Senator Stinson was excused from
Monday morning untif to-day. on ac-
count of important business.

SENATOR DOUGILASS OF GRAYSON,

By leave, .
Sent up the following special com-
mittee report:

REPORT OF THE PENITENTIARY
VISITING COMMITTEE.

on. T B. Wheeler, President of the Sen-
ate and Hon. George C. Pendlelon,
Speaker of the House of Represenia-
tives:

Your joint committee of the Senate
and House, appointed under House
concurrent resolution passed January
25, 1887, to investizgate the manage-
ment, condition and operation of the
Texas BState Penitentiaries and to
make any recommendations pertain-
ing thereto which they may find, after
such examination, to be necessary, beg
leave to submit the frllowing report:

At a meeting of said comnmittee, at
which a quorum was present, Hon. H.
L. Tate, of the House, was selected as
chairman, The committee decided to
first proceed to the convicts' camps on
the plantations on Qyster Creek.
Leaving Austin, Monday we reached
the plantations of Col. E. H. Cun-
ningham and Col. L. A. Ellis Tuesday
morning.

These plantations are situated in
Fort Beud county, 28 miles west of
Honston, on the Sunset railway. At
Col, Cunningham’s place we found the
prison accommodations ample, good,
clean, thoroughly ventilated, comfort-
able and well kept. The food is good,
well prepared, in wholesome variety
and abundant, and none of the con-
viets had any complaints to make, say-
ing that they were well treated. There
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are 128 on this farm, and only one was| comnuittee saw. and from the testiniony
sick, and he was ordered into Hunts :of convizts, who were questioned after
ville a month ago, but could not go bteing told thet the objeet of the com-
on account of the severity of his jll-!mittte was to better their conlition
ness, his complaint  being Kidney wlhere they had been unjustly treited
disease. He informed your committee | either iu the way of food, clothing,
that he had constant and careful ined- punishment, overwork, ete. There
ical attention. At Col. L. A. Ellis' we| was no complaint offered here at all,
found 187 convicts, and alt weretreated | except one negro said that several

months escape

as they were at the Cunniugham place to
adjoining, and reported to us th:tthey
had plenty to eat, were well treated,
and that their food was as well pre-
pared as often as it isinfamilies. They
claim not to be overworked, harshly
treated, nor excessively and cruelly
puuished. The negroes are worked on
these farms exclusivelv, as they are on
all the farms we visited.

THE STATE FARM—HARLENM

Since the meeting of the last Legis-
lature the State has purchased a large
plantation kuown as the Harlem
place, comprising about 23500 acres
of rich land on the fertile banks of
Oyster creek, in Fort Bend county.
It is on the Sunset railway, thestation
of the farm being called ‘‘Harlem
switeh,” and is about 34 miles from
Houston. The price paid for the
place was $25,000, which included the
land, most of which was under fence
and abount 1000 acres in cultivation,
brick sugar house, with engine and
sugar machinery, (old style), steam
gin and press, together with ample
barns, stables lots, ete., for provender,
and stock. Since the State purchased
the farm, new prisons with a hospital,
have been erected, all the land has
been fenced, draining ditches have
been dug and tore are being dug, and
such improveiients are being carried
on, under the able management of
Capt. R. J. Ransom, the farm manager
as will make this one of the best and
most valuable plantationsin the State.

The new prison is a double box-
house, eighty feet long, twenty-five
wide, with eighteen-foot high ceiling,
comfortable,strong and well ventilated,
capable of comfortably accommodat-
ing from 125 to 150 ceonviets. The hos-
pital is at right angles to the prison,
and runs east and west to the south of
the prison proper. It islike the prison
being 50x25x18, with smocth dou-
ble floor, and capable of comfortably
accommodating about fifty patients
without erowding. The kitchen and
dining room are situated north of the
;I)‘rison and hospital and are kept clean

he food is abundant and is well pre-

PPLACE,

pared, as evidenced frem what your

ago he tried
and was whipped. Heseemed to think
he was illegally punished, and imagin-
ed, as do some others, who seem to
think that no punishment is allowed
by law for any misconduet whatever.
This explanation is made because, ut
these farms, we found no other eause
of complaint.

Capt. Ransom seems to be the right
man in the rivcht place. He bas put
the farm in thorough condition for the
coming crop; has dug draining ditches
from two to twelve feet deep where
pecessary t) drain low places into
Oyvster creek: has had the plantation
all fenced; has had over fifteen hun-
dred acres thoroughly plowed and
prepared for spring planting, and will
plant this reason as follows:

120 acres in sugar cane,

100 geres in oats,

300 acres in corn.

The remainder will be put in ecotton.

This will give about 1000 acres in
cotton, which is a very sure and large
crop in that section. Ibp regard to the
sugar p.aut, as stated above, it is of
the old kind, and is now available only
for making molasas, If, after this
year, it is intended to make sugar as
well as molarsas there, about 25,000
will be needed to make this erop profit-
able, which amount, we are informed
by the financial agent, Mr. W. G.
Parish, and by the superintendent,
Maj. T. J. Goree, and by the farm
manager, Capt. J. R. Ransom, will be
ample to put in a good plant of modern
machinery sufficient to make up the
yield of the plantation.

The class of econvicts worked on this
farm is what is called dead-head, or
second-clase, that is, conviets who are
incapacitated, either by reason of
vouth, old age, sickness, being
crippled, or other eauses, from mak-
ing what isx called ‘full hands.”
There are now 69 conviets on this
plantation, and only three were in the
hospital. The physician had paid his
visit to those the morning of our arri-
val, and they reported having had
constant and careful medical atten-
tion. The per cent of sick we found
to be very small for that section.
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The punishment we found to be
light, and not frequent, and is only
given by the sanction of the prison in-
spectors, except in cases of insubordi-
nation where delay eould not be prac-
ticed, and then each case is reported to
the inspector in writing. About fifteen
lashes is the average, as ascertained
from the conviets themselves who had
been the recipients of this favor.

When asked by one of the committee
what the State ecould do to better their
conditions, several conviets answered
that they would like to have some
Sunday sehool and church literature,
Thig, in the estimation of your com-
mittee, is a good suggestion, and one
on which the State should act.

Capt. Ransom reports that he has
not enough maules, there being only
about fifty, including some of the old
ones bought with the place. This, we
are inforined, will be attended to by
Financial Agent Parish., Sufficient
provender was purchased with the
farm to run it until the coming crop is
gathered, notwithstanding a large lot
has been sent to Rusk.

In coneclusion, your committee beg
leave to report, councerning the pur-
chase of this farm, that it is one of the
best bargains mnade by the State, and
too much praise cannot be accorded to
ex-Financial Agent Brahan, and to
Maj. T. J. Goree, the superintendent
of the penitentiaries, and to the board
of managers for making the purchase
and putting it into operation.

THE RUSK PENITENTIARY,.

Through the courtesy of Captain M,
G, Howe, Receiver of the Houston,
East and West Texas, and Shreveport
railway, and through the kindness of
Colonel W. S, Herndon, president, and
Mr. J. G. Garrison, receiver of the
Kansas and Gulf Short Line railway,
your committee were enabled, by hav-
ing seats offered in the private cars of
the gentlemen named, to reach Rusk
on the evening of February 9. The
Rusk prison and works should be just-
ly a pride to the State, since prisons
are neccessary adjuncts to any govern-
ment. We cannot refrain right here
from the remark that it is to be de-
plored that the people of Texas have
80 littie knowledge of the value and
extent of the plant here. The build-
ings of the prisons and shops are of
hard sand stone and brick, are strong,
comfortable and well kept.

The blast furnace is one of the most
thoroughly equipped, and most suc-
cessfully operated furnaces south of St,

Louis. Wednesdaynight we witnessed
the grand spectacle of a run of twelve
tons of irop, which was made into
pigs. The ore is taken from beds near
the prison, and is practicaliy inexhaus-
tible; and, as proof of the quality of
the iron made here, we will state that
Financial Agent Parish, after nego-
tiating awhile, has created a demand
for this Rusk pig in 8t. Louis, and at
the great stove works of Quincy, Illi-
nois, where he gets from $1.50 to $3 per
ton more for this iron than the same
grade of S8t. Louis or Northern iron
brings in those same markets,

It will be remembered that at a
former session of the Legislature sowme
of a committee sent to visit this prison
reported in favor of letting the blast
furnace here remain idle for the reason
that, in their opinion, it could pever
ke made to pay because the ore was of
such an inferior quality that iron would
be unsalable if made from it, and be-
cause it would cost so much to procure
coal (charcoal), on account of land for
such purpose selling at such high fig-
ures, and being worthless when the
timber was cut off, and could not be
sold at any price. Your committee are
happy to say that this report has not
been verified, and that the operation
of the “Old Alcalde” blast furnace has
proven to be eminently a success.
And vour committee deem it only just
to state that, to the ability and ecergy
of Mr. R. A. Barrett, late of the Ex-
celsior Iron Works, of 8t. Louis, more
than to any one man, is due the great
suecess of this furnace and of the
Rusk iron industries. To this fact
Finaneial Agent Parish and Superin-
tendent Goree and all the shop fore-
nen testified. He has oversight of all
the iron outputs, and is ro thoroughly
competent that the people of Texas
may feel proud and fortunate in pos-
sessing him as general mnanager of this
branch of her induastries.

The reports of Superintendent Goree
and of ex finanecial agent Brahan con-
tain all the information and data as
to the success of this furnace, and
yvour Committee deemr it only neces-
sary to add that they fouund that all
that had beensaid of these industries
wastrue, and that much more could
have been said without overdrawing
it. The out-put is about 30 tons per
day, though the furnace built for only
25 tons.

THE PIPE FOUNDRY,

To the blast furnace has been added
a pipe foundry. This is fitted with
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molds, cases, travelers, heating
amd drying furnaces, a cupo-
la, or furnace for melting iron.
It is thoroughly equipped. The first

run of yipes had been made a few days
before we arrived. The pipes made

here will ran from twelve inches
in diameter down to three
inches. The qusality of the pipes is

of the very best, and will prove to be
one of the most profitable branches of
the iron industry. Mr. Barrett con-
ceived the idea of making *“‘runs” for'
pipes directly from the blast furnace
in-tead of makir g pigfirst and remelt-
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ing. 1t proved from the first experi-,
ment. entirely successful, and was the
firs® time such a thing had been doune i
in the United States. 'The great ad-

vantage claimed for this is that it will

February

tractor, Mr. Gus Wilke, to make the
castings for the new state house. Your
committee saw the last column of the
fourth story cast. and work is now
progressing on the ecastings for the
dowe. This work is pronounced, by
all irou men who have seen it, as well
as by the contractor and members of
the eapitol syndicate who have séen it,
to be the best work of the kind they
have ever seen in the United States.
It is up on the building, and speaks
for it-elf. Ja addition to this work,
the foundry is turning out a good
quality of stoves, casting of which
your committee saw made. The ma-
chine shops are fitted up with
all the latest improvements neces-
sary to finish up all castings
made at the foundry, and with

save the cost of fuel for the second  perhaps some small additions, will be
heat as well as of two handling of ma- | prepared to do all work which might
terial, if it does not make amuch more | be needzd to keep the blast furnace
superior quality of iron in the pipes, |and foundry in remunerative opera-
though this latter is not certain. It.tion all the time.

Wil], however. ellﬂ.ble Rusk to tul’n NUMBER EMPLOYED, AND IN HOS-

out water and gas pipes of the very;
best quality at very low figures. This
will give this department as I.uuchi
work as can be dooe, a market for all
they make being assured with ordina-
ry efforts to introduce the pipes. !

FUEL AND TIMBER LANDS. g
The question which caused even a’

PITAL.

There are employed now, at Rusk,
including those out on the coaling
grounds, 593 conviets; of these we
found only seventeen in the hospital,
or a little less than four per cent. The
hospita. is under chargeof Dr. W. G.
Jameson, prison physician, who ap-
pears to be efficient, able and atten-

hesitation about operating this fur-
nace after the failure of Messrs. Cower . _
& Feres to make it pay, was that of FOOD AND CLOTHING.

coal, and timber land from which to| In regardto food and clothing we
cut wood to make charcoal. Lack of:found no ground for censure. Con-
railroad facilities rendering mineral | victs are required to bathe their bodies
fuel too high, it was thought that and change their clothing at least
when owners of lands saw the State's once per week; and, if the work is
necessities they would raise the price dirty work, they change their clothing
of lands, which, except for the timber,  twice per week. Hearing a large num-
are useless, and that, alter the State ' ber of convicts, in way of complaints,
had cut the timber off, this lJand could ' your ecminittee have to report that
not be sold for any price. Your com- the fond is always in sufficient quan-
mittee found that while an exorbitant tity, of general variety, but is not
figure is not demanded for timber always prepared with the ecare one
lands, they are proving to be very fer- could wish. But. while this is so,
tile after the timber is cat, and, after we found, on careful investigation and
being cleared, can be sold again, on close comparison, that considering the
an average, for about what they number of convicts to cook for, the
originally cost. The timber lands Oflcause for complaint of badly cooked
East Texas have, in the past few years, ! food has been less than the same
proven to be among our best randy | causes of complaints that oeccar in
farming launds, light fertilizing being any fainily in the land. And, thecon-
necessary only when a few crops have | victs making the complaints testified

i tive.

been raised.
THE FOUXDRY ANID SHOPS,

Since the meeting of the last Legis-
lature, the penitentiary managers have
made a contract with the ecapitol con-

that this had been corrected as soon
as they reported the matter to the
proper authorities.

From theprison rules, which we find
are generally observed, we give the
following in regard to food:
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FOOD. Every officer inflicting this or any
Section 1. The food of the convicts other punishment, will be held to a

inside and outside the Penitentiary,
shall be sufficient in quantity, of good
quality, and well prepared; and the
variety of food shall be substantially
as follows:

Breakfast--Corn or flour bread, beef
or bacon, and coffee (at least one-
fourth of a pound of parched coffee to
every ten convicts).

Dinner-~Corn bread, beef or bacon,
soup, and such garden or field vegeta-
bles as ean be furnished. In the ab-
sence of vegetable there shall be fur-
nished either navy beans, rice, dried
apples or hominy; molasses shall be
furnished to sweeten apples.

Supper—Flour or corn bread, beef or
baeon, )

See. 2. IMlour bread, mixed with
proper ingredients to make it health-
fol aud palatable and ample in gquan-
tity, shall be furnished atleast seven
meals in the week. Molasses to be
furnishe: daily,

In addition to the above, such arti-
cles of food must be furnished as are
suitable and necessary for the sick and
convalescent. Vinegar, salt and pep-
per shall be kept on the tables at all
times. 1

Sec. 3. One-fifth of a pound of sound |
tobacco shall be furnished each con-
viet per week.

Sec. 4, It shall be the duty of ser
geants in charge of convicts to prevent
any unnecessary waste of provisions,

Sec. 5. There shall be furnished for|
each conviet at the prison proper and |
outside camps, one tin plate, one tin:
soup pan, one tin pint cup, and one.
knife, tork aud table-spoon. ;

[N N

PUNISHMENTS. ey

From the general prison rules we
give the following extract as a basis of
our report on this part of our investi-
gation.

Sec. 5. The severer modes of
punishment, and especially whipping.
shall only be resorted to after milder
means have failed to bring the of-
fender to terms. A sergeant desir-
ing an order to whip a conviet, must
make an application in writing to the
inspector, stating fnlly the offense, and
that other means had been tried and
failed to produce the desired effect.

S8ee, 6. In whipping, a leather
sttap, about two and a half inches
wide and two feet long, fastened in a
wooden handle, shall be used, and care
maust be taken not to break the skin.

| agreed.

strict acecount that it is not abused.

Sec. 9. At outside camps, sergeants
alone are authorized to inflict punish-
ment, and their authority shall not be
delegated to a guard, nor to any one
else.

Sec. 10. A guard inflicting punish-
ment, even by order of the sergeant,
shall be promptly discharged.

Sec. 11. No conviet shall be mmade in
any manner to punish another con-
viet.

At this prison we found some very
serious infractions of the above rales
in regard to punishmeut, where con-
viets had been severely punished. This
was found to have resulted from the
malicious and vicious spirit of guards
and under Keepers, exeept in two
cases, in which the assistant superin-
tendent, Capt. ¥. P. O’Brien, had been
a party to this excessive and ubnneces-
sary punishinent.

It is but just to state, in this con-
nection, that all the testimony elicited
went to show that Superintendeut
Goree ulways put a stop to this kind
of treatment whenever he was cogni-
zant of it. To this all the convicts
In tHe case where guards and
sergeants have been unnecessarily se-
vere, convicts testify that they have
seldom reported to the superintendent
or the assistant, and that where such
reports have been made to Superinten-
dent Goree, speedy and sure correction
have followed in the way of censure
or dismissal, or both,

WATER SUPPLY.

Your committee noticed that the
water apparatus here is not efficient
for fire protection. A stand pipe is
needed to give a good pressure so as to
force it to all parts of the prison and
works, and to furnish a sufficient pro-
tection against fire, and 0 as not to
depend on pumps as at present. The
loss sustained by the disastrous fire
since the meeting of the last Legisla-
ture would have more than paid for
such a water apparatus.

(S8ee recommendations.)

»

THE HUNTSVILLE PRISONS.

This is the headquarters of the Texas
penitentiares, and where are kept the
oftices of the superintendent and
financial agent, Your comiuittee are
pleased to state that they found the
office of the superintendent well sys-
tematized, the books better kept,
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: §
cleaner and in more order than ever
before, as shown by comparison with
the old systews, and everything so
arranged that the history of each con-
viet and of every transaction in the
conduct of the prisen eould be readily
found in a minute’s time. The same
was found at Rusk. The ex-financial
agent, Haywood Brahan, left his office
in thorough good shape, and every-
thing is carried on in a systematie,
business maonner. The present finan-
cial agent, W, G. Parish, is a. worthy
successor to Major Brahan, and the
business affairs of the Texas peniten
tiaries could not be placed in better
hands.

NUMBER OF CONVICTS, AND THE HOS-
PITAL,

Being the headquarters, the sick,
disabled and ecrippled from nearly all
the ecamps and prisons are brought
here for treatment, notwithstanding
this, we found but thirty-two patients
in the hospital. This incinded sick,
convalescents and chronic cases, and,
in giving great praise due to tne prison
physician, Dr. R. H. Bush, your-com-
mittee feel tnat the best manner to do
so0 is to say that the hospital, in its ar-
rangement and the care with which it
is kept, is the best we have ever seen
in any similar institution. It is divid-
ed into wards so as to elassify each dis-
ease, Thisgives separate departments
to chronie eases, to contagious and ep
idemic cases and to convalescents. It
is a model of cleanlines<, and not an
odor of any kind whatever-was per-
ceptible. The patients are furnished
with food aceording to their condition
and appetites while in the hospital, '
and in this respect fare as well as the!
patients in our best private and publie |
hospitals. [

WAGON ANID BLACKSMITH SHOPS.

This department isin a flourishing|
condition. Wagons are turned out
here in which the best of materials,
superior workmaunship and well sea-
soned timber combine to make a wag-
on for our home market without a su-
perior anywhere. All work turned out
of these shops is of the same class—
the best, which will enable the State
to compete with manufaetories in these
lines from any section of the north or
east,

FURNITURE AND CABINET SHOPS.

While furniture and eabinet work of
a fine quality is only made on special
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order, these shops are turning out the
kind of goods in this line which is in
general demand in our markets, and
which has heretofore been mainly
supplied by St. Louis, Chicago, Cin-
cinnati and Louisville. All work is
guaranteed to be of the best workman-
ship, and of the finest and most thor-
oughly seasoned materials. This in-
dustry can undoubtedly be made to
take on huge proportions in our mark-
ets, by being pushed in the proper
manuer, and can successfully compete
with this line now furnished consum-
ersin Texas by outside factories.

MESSRS., H, C. STILL & BRO.

These gentlemen are now the only
ones working contract labor in any of
the inside industries of the peniten-
tiaries, and are engaged in the manu-
facture of saddle trees, stirrups, ete.
They seem to be doing well, and the
convicts they work speak in the high-
est terms of them. They are them-
selves hard working men. and set
their conviets the example of earnest
industry.

THE TRON WORKS AND MACHINE SHOPS,

No where in the south west, south of
St. Louis, can there be found a more
thoroughly equipped foundry aund n:a-
chine shiop than is to be found here at
Huntsville. 1t is very complete, and
is under the management of Mr. C. H.
Robinson, whois a thorough machin- -
ist, and an inventor of some of the
most improved modern machinery,
His hydraulic pump for the cotton
press, suitable for farms, and capable
of compressing a 500 pound bale into
16 inches, is being made at the shops
here, and is meeting with ready sale
at good profit to the penitentiary.
These shops are turning out some of
the bz2st and handsomest steam

| engines wa have ever seen anywhere.

In addition to these, any and all kinds
of pumps, engines and wachinery can
be turned out here. The foundry and
machine shops are fitted up with the
latest a.nd most improved machinery,
and nothing will prevent this from be-
coming one of tho most famous ma-
chine works of the South ex«ept a
failure to provide the necessary funds
to put its product on the market. A
good comnercial traveler, sent out to
represent these shops, could soon
work up a large trade for all the prod-
ucts of this prison in its wood, furni-
ture, wagon and iron departments, as
they turn oat only the wvery best of



23, 1887.

SENATE JOURNAL.

299

everything, made of the best materials
and of the finest workwanship. (See
recommendations.)

CLOTHING, BOOTS, SHOES, BEDDING,ETC.

As has been known for thirty vyvears
or mors, the cloth factory of this pris-
on turns out cotton and wool eloth suf-
ficient to supply all the convicts of the
State with clothing and bedding. It
needs new machinery in the carding
and spinning departments, especially
for wool. The cloth made is of good
quality, and is half wool and half eot-
ton for winter clothing., Mattresses
and quilts, sheets and towels, are also
made for all the prisons and camps of
of the State. The shoe department is
thoroughly equipped, and is under a
competent foreman, who has been
there for years. We found all the
shops uuder competent men, and must
commend the management for their
wisdom in these selections.

¥OoOD AND CLOTHING.

The same remarks under this head
concerning the Rusk prison will apply
here, except we found no complaints
about cooking. Cleanliness and com-
fort seems to be the motto running all
through the prison management, both
as regards clothing and the persons of
convicts, and variety, abundance and
good ceooking in the matter of food.
Your committee ate of the food pre:
pared for the convicts, and found it
superior to that furnish by many inns
and taverns, for which the wayfarer
has to pay $2 per day. All the con-
victsinterviewed, and they were many,
testified that no preparations had been
made in this respect for the commit-
tee's visit, but that the food and prison
were as they always were.

That the food was always of goocd
quality, in suflicient variety, and well
prepared, as a general rule. We found
the cells, chapel, halls, yards, sinks,
ete., in a perfectly elean condition, and
were assured by the conviets that the
assistant superintendent, Captain B,
E. McCulloch, always kept thewm so.
In regard to Captain MecCulloch, your
committee deem it only just to re-
mark that all the couvicts appeared
anxious to testify in his behalf, as to
his kindness to those who endeavored
to obey prison. rules, and of his firm-
ness and justice where discipline was
necessary. He is most unquestionably
the right man in the right place. He
allows no swearing and abuse of pris-
oners by guards or othersubordinates,
and all convicts testified that no such

complaints could be made concerning
the Huntsviile penitentiary.

PUNISHMENTS.

We are happy to be able to make a
short report under this head here. No
complaints whatever were made in re-
gard to punishment,

WATER SUPPLY.

There is a standpipe here sufficient
to give all the force needed to supply
the prison and to furnish fire protec:
tion. But the water suppy is inade-
quate in quantity and is not as whole-
gome as it should be. The wells seem
to be impregnated with some kind of
mineral which is not healthy. The
great need is for more wells and purer
water. Financial Agent Parish and
the superintendent, Major Goree, are
in correspondence with a well boring
company who will undertake to guar-
antee a sufficient flow of the best water.

THE HUNTSVILLE FARM.

This is the name generally given to
the Wynne farm, purchased in 1883,
and situated two and one-half miles
northwest of Huntsville, and used for
working convicts who are unable to go
off to the camps and farms at a dis-
tance, and who, but for this farm,
would be a dead expense to the State.
As it is, this kind of labor works this
farnl so #s to raise all the corn, fodder,
oats, green vegetables, potatoes (sweet),
onions, ete., needed both at Huntsville
and on the farm and in the camps
where wood is being eut, besides hav-
ing some to sell. A very flne orchard
has been planted, and will, in a few
years, furnish an abundance of fruit
for the prisons. Near this farm is the
Jobnson farm, used for working the
female eonvicie, only a sufficient num-
ber of males being worked to perform
the heavy labor. The farm is worked
on shares. The convicts on these
farms report that they are well treated,
have an abundance of food, comforta-
ble clothing, and are never abused nor
maltreated, and said they had no
grounds for complaining.

THE WO0oD CAMPS.

{onvicts from out on the wood and
coaling camps report that they receive
about the same treatment as in the
prison, except that badly ecooked food
is given theimn more frequently than in
prison, but that this iscorrected when-
ever it is reported to the sergeant in
charge of the camp.
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THHE FARM LABORERS. l

Your committee visited the farms on
the Brazos river, in Robeitson county,
on which convicts are hired to do the
work. It isnot deemed necessary fo
wmake a separate report on each, as all
were found to le about as well pro-
vided for as if in the prison walls, with
the exeeption that they all said that
“hey were better satisfied there than
they were in prisons. These convicts
are all negroes, as well as all we visited
on farms. They are comfortably
noused. clothed and fed abundantly;
“he sick, when there are any, are well
cared for, and no complaints were
made at all. They are made to bathe
their bodies and change their clothing
once per week. 'We found the number
t¢mployed on these farms to be as fol-
iows:

H R. Hearne, 55.

H. L. Lewis, two camps, 109.

W. W. Watts, 53.

R. J. White, 71.

Ed. Wil<on, 47,

Wm. Hearne, 130.

The last named farm is worked on
shares, and is worked by dead-head
iabor, as explained under the remarks
concerning the State farm on Oy-ter
e¢reek, in Fort Bend coanty.

Your committee were notified at
Hearne that a commmittee of citizens of
that town wishied to have an interview
with thein ard present them with ar.
gumentsshowing why the State should
ot allow more than a certain number
of eonviets to be quartered in any one
county. We sent word that we would
wear then wheu we had gone over the
tarms. On returning fo the town ot
Hearne, no one appeared before us.
We mention this simply because this
hearing was asked in the name of the
citizens of Hearne and granted by us
as a part of the Legislative committee
having such matters under considera-
tion; and, though feeling that such
eomplaints as we were notified would
be made were more proper subjects for
a protest or argument before the whole
committees of the Legislature than for
& committee simply investigating the
workings of State prisons, we did not
wish the impression to go abroad that
we refused to hear what might be said.
In order to meet with the committee
as we agreed, your committee remain-
ed in Hearpe until after the train for
Austin had departed Monday after-
noon, and had toreturn here via Waco.

GENERAL REMARKS.
In regard to transportation your
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comrittee would say that one railroad
offers very pooradvantages in the way
of transportation lor the iron indus-
tries at Rusk, that road being a narrow
gauge, and connecting with a standing
gauge (the Missouri Pacific) rixteen
wiles north, and with the Central at
Houston, over the Houston, East and
West Texas (narrow gange), a distance
of 163 wiles eouth. At Hunt-villethere
is _nnl_v one road, but it is a part of the
Missouri Pacific system and the same
cause of complaiut does not exist. We
should remark, however, that the man-
agers of the Fansas and Gulf Short
Lice. at Rusk, have made as liberal
arrangements, perhaps, as would have
been made by any line in the country
under tlie circumstances.

The chaplains of the prisons, Rev.
W. I, Kennedy, at Huntsville, and
Rev. J. C. Woolam, at Rusk, have
been the means of doing much good.
and the'r teachings have had a very
perceptible effect in the way of im-
proving the morals and general con-
duect of the prizoners, asa rule. It is
the testimony of these gentlemnen
however. borne out by the observa-
tions and experience of superintendent
Goree and his assistants, that good
libraries and an assortiuent of religious
and moral literature exert the very
widest influence for good in this diree-
tion. The books and papers are very
generallv read, with eagerness and
care, and the effect for good is very
marked and r: pid. More so, in fact,
than is the preaching in the chapel.
{see recommendations.)

We found life and long term con
victs disposed to obey the rules, and
to conduct themselves so as to avoid
punishment, and to make a clean ree-
ord. We found that most of the con-
viets looked upon our visit in the na-
ture of a pardoning board, and numer-
ous were their efforts to have us listen
to their recitals of what they consid-
ered the injustice practiced on them
in their conviction, and through sym-
pathy, your committee was led into
listening, to many such complaints,
and were forced to believe that there
are some me¢n in the penitetiary, who
would, on a close and impartial inves-
tigation, bereleased. Without friends,
without money or influence. these will
remain there unless philanthropie mo-
tives move the State to provide for
such investigation as will leave no
reasonable doubt as to their remain-
ing justly or unjustly imprisoned, (see
recommendations.)
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RECOMMENDATIONS.

Your committee would respectfully
make the following recommendations,
concerning the Texas penitentiaries:

We recommend that an appropria-
tion of not le<s than $2500 be made to
pay for boring artesian wells at Rusk,
and that a sufficient amonnt be appro
priated to erect suitable anil efficient
waterworks there. We wonld suggest
that in boring for water. it could be
ascertained it coal eculd be found in
that section, thus prospecting for coal
while boring for water.

We reeomumend that  $25,000 be
appropriated for purchasing timber
lands adjacent to Rusk, for the pur-
pose of iwanufacturing charecoal there-
from. 'Thiz land, as stated in our re-
port, ean be sold. after it is cleared of
timber, for about the price the Rtate
paid for it originally.

We recoininend that the Finaneial
Agent employ a comwercial traveler
to represent the prison industries, and
sell their products so as to work up
this deserving and much-needed indus-
try.

We recoinend an appropriation of
$25,000 for the purpose of putting in
modern sugar making machinery on
the Sgate farin in Fort Bend county,
%0 as to be ready to convert the cane
crop into sugar as well as into
molasses after this year. The saving
to the State in sugar and melasses
would more than pay for this outlay
with one good crop. In this connec-
tion we wizh to commend the wisdom
displayed in the purchasing of that
farm, and urge that in view of the
fact that to build walls for the con-
finement of all our econvicts ix an im-
possibility, owing to the c¢normous
expense which would attend the saine,
the State make purchases of  like
nature at as early a day as possible,
Sufficient farms should be immedi-
ately purchased to give employment
to a certain class of eonviets who are
more suitable for farm than for any
other kind of work, as work can be
found for the other classes within the
walls.

We recommend that all the eonviets
be employed within the walls as soon
as they can be wade celf sustaining.
The management of the penitentiaries
inform the committee that the num-
bers employed within the walls will be
very considerably increased in a short
time.

‘We recommend an appropriation of
$50,000 for the purpose of buying up

SENATE JOURNAL.

301

timber to be uzed in the manufactare
of wagons, forniture,etc. Thisappro-
priation will, really, be in the natur-
of an advancement on neeessary ap-
propriations to be made fromn time %o
time, as it will be only buyving timber
in 1888 to hbe used in 1891, when it is
seasoned, and it is abrolutely necessary
to have seasoned timber with which to
manufaciure the ¢lass of goodsnamed,
if we would have them eompete in the
markets with factories outside of the
State.

We recommend that an appropria-
tion of $250 per year be made to buy
books for the prison libraries, and to
purchase moral and religious literature
to e distributed to conviets on the
cawmps and at the farms. :

We recomumend that the State take
some action fowards building a rail-
10ad of standard gauge frown Rusk to
the Missouri Preific railway at Jack-
sonville, or to other railway connec-
tions, in ease satisfactory terms for
transportation cannot be made with
the road now running to Rusk.

Your committee would recominenéd
the frequent use of executive clem-
eney inu the caxe of iife and long term
conviets, where such have been con-
fined for a term of twelve or fifteen
yvears, and have clean prison records:
provided, their erimes were not such
as showed au alimost total moral de-
pravity, such as deliberately killing a
person for the purpose of robhery, ete.
In this connection, we would also ree-
ommend that a pardening board, or
eommitiee, be inaugurated for the pur-
pose of  visiting the pevitentiaries and
examnining into doubtfal eases, and
looking into the prison records of the
same, and into the condnet of life and
long term convicts, and to make re-
rort thereon to the Governor for his
action in exteniling executive clemency
on the recommendation of such par-
doning board or committee,

The report with acconpanying
recommendation, is respectfuliv sab-
mitted.

TATE,
McOLANAHAN,
McGEHEE,

For the House.
Dougrass,
(GARRISON,

For the Senate.

SENATOR CLAIBORNE

Move to amend the title by ingerting
at the end thereot, “‘and enforce see-
tion 1, Article 10, of the Constitution
of the State.”
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Adopted by the following vote:

YEAS—16.
Armistead, Frank,
Buell, Flasscoek,
Burney, Kuittle,
Calhoun, Lane,
Claiborne, McDonald,
Davis, Pope,
Dougiass of J, Simkios,
Field, Terrell.

NAYS—9.
Abererombie, Jarvis,
Allen, Stinson,
Burges, Upshaw.
Douglass of G, Woods.
Gregg, '

ABSENT—3.

Harrison, MacManus,
Houston,

SENATOR GLASSCOCK

Offered the following amendment:

Amend section 8, by adding after the
word tariffs in line 3, the following
words:

“Provided that rates of freight and
vassenger tariffs shall not be fixed
lower than will prevent a net annual
income of 15 per centum on the as-
sessed value of said railroads as re
turned by said companies for assess-
went of Taxes.”

SENATOR GLASSCOCK
Spoke in favor of the amendment.
SENATOR ARMISTEAD
Opposed the amendment,
SENATOR POPE

Moved to adjourn until;ten o'clock to-
YHOTTOW.
Lost.

SENATOR ARMISTEAD

Offered the following amendment to
the amendment.

Strike out ‘‘assessed values,” and in-
sert of not less than sufficient to payan
annual income on the actual cost of
building, construction and equipment
of said railroad.

SENATOR STINSON

Opposed the amendment.

SENATOR ARMISTEAD

Withdrew the amendment to the
amendment.

The amendment was lost by the fol-
lowing vote:

YEAS—G.
Burges, Houston,
Burney, Knittle,
Glasscock, Lane,

NAYS—20. .

Abercroinbie, Gregg,
Allen, Harrison,
Armistead, Jarvis,
Bell, MeDonald,
Calhoupn, Pope,
Davis, Simpkins,
Douglass of J, Stinson,
Douglass of (&, Terrell,
Field, Upshaw,
Frank, Woods.

ABSENT—2,
Claiborne, MacManus,

On motion of Senator Terrell,

House Bill No. 280:

“An act to amend sections 4 and 12
of an act, entitled an act, amendatory
of aud supplementary to the several
acts, ineorporating the city of Dallas,
taking effect April 3, 1885, and to add
thereto another section to be known
as section 15a, and also to amend seec-
tions 25, 63, 81, 91, 94, 113, 126, 127, 133
and 179 of an act to incorporate the
city of Dallas, approved Aungust 9,
1876, and all amendments to said see-
tions, by the amendatory acts of July,
9, 1879, April 3, 1881, and March 31,
1883, and to repeal all laws and parts
of laws in conflict herewith,” was
taken up out of its regular order, read
secend time and order engrossed.

By leave, Nenator Houxton,

Sent up petitions fromn the citizens
of Bell, Milam and Williamson coun-
ties, praying for the creation of the
new county of Willie.

Referred to Committee on Counties
and County Boundaries.

By leave Senator Burges sent peti-
tions of officers of Kendall county
against the restoration of the Civil
and Criminal Jurisdiction of the
connty court of that county.

Referred to Judiciary Committee
No. 1,

On motion of Senator Claiborne
substitute Housebill No. 75, amending
the city charter of Galveston ete., was
I;?ferred to Judiciary Committee
No. 1.
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On motion of Senator " McDonald

fSenate bill No. 275.
“An aect to create the office
of  district attorney for the

sixth judicial district of the State of
Texas, and to reguiate the respective
duties of such district attorney and of
the county attorneys of said distriet,”
was taken up out of its order, and the
constitutional rule was suspended and

the bill was placed on its second read-
ing by the following vote:
YEAS—26.
Abercrombie, Gregg,
Allen, Harrison,
Armistead, Houston,
Bell, Jarvis,
Burges, Knittle,
Burney, Lane,
‘Calhoun, MecDonald,
Davis, MacManus,
Douglass of J, Pope,
Douglass of G, Simking,
Field, Stinson,
Frank, Terrell,
Glasscoek, Woods.
ABSENT—2.
‘Claiborne, Upshaw.

The bill was read a second time and
passed to engrossient.

On motion of Senator McDonald,

The constitutional rule was suspend-
ed, and the bill was placed on its third
reading, final passage, by the following

vote:

YEAS—26.
Abercrombie, Gregg,
Allen, Harrison,
Armistead, Houston,
Bell, Jarvis,
Burney, Knittle,
Calhoun, Lane,
LClaiborne, MecDonald,
Davis MacManus,
Dougfa.ss of J., Pope,
Douglass of G., Simpkins,
Field, Stinson,
Frank, Terrell,
Glasscock, Woods,

NAYS—none,

ABSENT—2.
Burges, Upshaw.

The bill was read third time and
passed by the following vote;

YEAS—27T.

Abererombie,

Allen,
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Armistead, Harrison,
Bell, Houston,
Burges, Jarvis,
Burney, Knittle,
Calhoun, Lane,
Claiborne, McDonald,
Dayvir, MacManus,
Douglass of J, Pope,
Douglass of G, Simkins,
Field, Stinson,
Frank, Terrell,
Glasscock, Woods.
Gregg,

NAYS—none,

ABSENT—I1,
Upshaw.

SENATOR LANE
Moved to adjourn until 3:30 o’clock p.
m.

" SENATOR POPE

Moved to adjourn till 10 o'clock fto-
mMorrow morning. ‘

The last motion was adopted, and
the Senate adjourned till 10 o’clock to-

morrow morning.

THIRTY-NINTH DAY.

SENATE CHAMBER, %
AUSTIN, TEXAS, February 24, 1887.
The Senate met pursuant to adjourn-
ment,
Lieutenant-Governor Wheeler in the
chair.
Roll called. .
%uorum present.
raver by the Chaplain, Dr. Smoot.
On motjon of Senator MeDonald,
The reading of the Journal of yes-
terday was dispensed with. '

SENATOR M'DONALD

Asked to bave the Journal of yester-
day corrected to show that his amend-
ment in the last column of the sixth
page—seventh line from the bottom—
contained the word “giving” instead
of the word “‘reduced” as printed.
And that his substitute for the amend-
ment of Senator Burgess, in second
ecolumn of seventh page, contained
the written word, ‘“dollars,” and not
“dealers,” as prionted, and that the
substitute was endorsed, ‘‘accepted.”
instead of ‘‘adopted,” as printed.
(Journal corrected.)

On motion of Senator Jarvis,

Senator Abercrombie was excused
for two days, on account of important
business.



